
ISPA Enforcement for the  
2023-2024 School Year  

To encourage vaccine uptake and ensure communities are safe from vaccine preventable diseases, 
Durham Region Health Department (DRHD) continues to assess required immunizations for students 
enrolled in school. In November 2023, DRHD started sending Immunization Notices to students whose 
records are not up to date. For the 2023-2024 school year, the Immunization of School Pupils Act 
(ISPA) will be enforced to include non-punitive suspensions for those students who do not have 
an up-to-date immunization record. Parents can submit immunization information for their children 
online through durham.ca/immunize. 

If parents call inquiring about required vaccines 
• Compare your record with the immunization letter from DRHD 
• Provide the missing information or missing vaccines as needed  
• Discuss a plan for the student to receive missing vaccines 

If a student is overdue for multiple vaccines, all vaccines should be given. Administering multiple 
vaccines at one time is safe. Routine vaccines can be provided to students with minor illnesses, such as 
an upper respiratory tract infection, otitis media, mild gastrointestinal illness, or concurrent antibiotic 
therapy. Generally, if a patient is well enough to present for immunization in the outpatient setting, 
he/she is well enough to be immunized. 

Please be aware of the following scenarios 
• If Tdap-IPV 4-6-year booster was given before the 4th birthday, the student will require another 

dose. 
• If MMR or Men-C-C were given before the 1st birthday, the student will require another dose. 
• If live vaccines were given too close together (e.g., Varicella, MMR), a booster is required for 

the 2nd vaccine given. For minimum intervals, refer to the Publicly Funded Immunization 
Schedules for Ontario

• Students in grades 7 to 12 require one dose of Men-C-ACYW135 (e.g., Nimenrix®). Do NOT 
administer Men-C-C as a substitute for Men-C-ACYW135. Men-C-ACYW135 can be ordered 
using the form School- Based Vaccine Batch Order Form (or durham.ca/HCP, Forms, Order) 

... over 

http://www.durham.ca/immunize
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.health.gov.on.ca%2Fen%2Fpro%2Fprograms%2Fimmunization%2Fdocs%2FPublicly_Funded_ImmunizationSchedule.pdf&data=04%7C01%7C%7C18e20ad0dd5e4a4bd22108d8beedc8ef%7C52d7c9c2d54941b69b1f9da198dc3f16%7C0%7C0%7C637469275768364566%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=cqRcz0Syt4%2BPP5iqnXb5q9RVrufzNwaW82pIJDFnEes%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.health.gov.on.ca%2Fen%2Fpro%2Fprograms%2Fimmunization%2Fdocs%2FPublicly_Funded_ImmunizationSchedule.pdf&data=04%7C01%7C%7C18e20ad0dd5e4a4bd22108d8beedc8ef%7C52d7c9c2d54941b69b1f9da198dc3f16%7C0%7C0%7C637469275768364566%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=cqRcz0Syt4%2BPP5iqnXb5q9RVrufzNwaW82pIJDFnEes%3D&reserved=0
https://www.durham.ca/en/health-and-wellness/resources/Documents/ResourcesforHealthCareProviders/School-Based-Vaccine-Batch-Order-Form.pdf


• Please follow the catch-up schedules according to the Publicly Funded Immunization Schedules 
for Ontario for students who initiated vaccines after one year of age.  

• If a child cannot receive immunization(s) for medical reasons, download and complete the form 
Statement of Medical Exemption - Immunization of School Pupils Act.

The following information is provided as a reference when providing vaccines containing diphtheria and 
pertussis to school-aged clients. 

Should I give DTaP-IPV-Hib or Tdap-IPV to my school aged 
client? 
Antigen levels 
Antigen levels vary significantly for diphtheria and pertussis depending on which vaccine is given. The 
amount of antigen in the vaccine affects the immune response. Younger children require vaccines 
containing higher antigen levels to ensure adequate protection. In general, the capitalized letter (e.g., D) 
contains a larger amount of antigen than the lower-case letter (e.g., d) 

Antigen active  
ingredient 

DTaP-IPV-Hib 
(Pediacel) 

Tdap-IPV 
(Adacel-Polio) 

Diphtheria Toxoid 15 Lf (limit of flocculation) 2 Lf 
Acellular Pertussis Toxoid 20 ug 2.5 ug 

Who gets what? 
• For children starting and completing primary series before age 7: 

o Ensure the child has a minimum of 3 valid DTaP-IPV-Hib (this is the primary series) 
o Give Tdap-IPV as a booster dose AFTER primary series is completed, AND if the client is at 

least 4 years of age 
• For children starting immunization prior to age 7 but completing after age 7: 

o Give DTaP-IPV-Hib dose(s) as per recommended intervals until the child is 7 years of age. 
After age 7, give Tdap-IPV to complete their catch-up series 

• For children starting immunization on or after age 7: 
o Use Tdap-IPV as catch-up 

In summary, children under age 7 need 3 larger antigen doses of diphtheria and pertussis. Please 
review the student’s record before reaching for Tdap-IPV. For minimum intervals and additional 
information, refer to the Publicly Funded Immunization Schedules for Ontario.

Additional Information  
If you have any questions about what to administer after reviewing the Publicly Funded Immunization 
Schedules for Ontario, please contact your immunization nurse. 
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